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in vain,” We have endeavoured, in our former letters, to make 


Jon ſenſible of your privileges, and your obligations, as ment- 


bers of the Church of Chriſt; and to perſuade you to cultivate | 


an experimental acquaintance with the holy religion you profeſs. 
We ſhall beg leave, this year, to ſet before you the nature and 


| importance of that ardent benevolence to our fellow-creatures, 


that univerſal charity and good'will to men, which our divine 
Maſter ſo ſtrongly inculcates on his diſciples, and which it is 
the grand TONE of the — to ee 


The Apoſtle Paul gives us a beautiful and ſtriking deſcrip- 
tion of this virtue, in the thirteenth chapter of his firſt epiltle 
to the Corinthians, and the fourth, and three following verſes. 
« Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, ĩs not eaſily provoked, 
thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth; beareth all things, believeth Ang, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things.“ Who can beheld this exqui- 


. fitely beautiful picture of chriſtian charity, without admiring 


it, and willing to copy it * his own temper ? 


If we obſerve the ſocial propenſities of mankind, and the va- 
rious relations, and dependencies which ſubſiſt among them; 
if we examine the nature of the conſtitution which God has 
given us, and the circumſtances of the ſituation in which be 
has plaged us, we muſt confeſs that mutual beneyolence is one 
of the laws of our nature. And that love to ohr brethren is 
ſtrongly recommended in the chriftian ſcriptures, none who 
have the ſlighteſt acquaintance with the New Teſtament will 
deny. Jeſus Chriſt has taught his diſciples to conſider his as 
the badge of their profeſſion, the teſt of their diſcipleſhip. 


This, faith he, is my commandment; that ye love one ano- 


ther.“ And again, “ By this ſhall all men know that ye ate 


my ciſciples, if ye have love one to another.“ One of his 


apoſtles has aſſured us, that Love is of God, and that | 


one that loveth his brethren, is born of God:“ and on the 


other hand, that if a man ſay, © I love God,” ard bateth his 


© brother, he is a liar, © And another apoſtle has told us, that 


charity 


| 
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charity is the end of the commandment, the bond of perfection, 
the fulfilling of the law; and that, deſtitute of charity, not the _ 
eloquence of an angel, nor the knowledge of an inſpired pro- 

pher, nor the faith of an apoſtle, nor even the zeal of a martyr 
could profit us any thing. Such, brethren, are the terms in 
which Chriſt and his apoſtles ſpeak of love to our fellow-crea- 
tures. Such are the encomiums on charity which we meet with 
in the New Teſtament. And, as you profeſs to embrace the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt as a divine revelation, we need not make 
any apology for calling your attention to what that goſpel re- 
preſents as an eſſential branch of the chriſtian temper, as the 


. - fulfilling of the law of Cbriſt.— We cannot pretend to do juſtice - 


to ſo extenſive and important a ſubject, in the compaſs of a ſingle 


letter. We can only juſt mention ſome of the principal cha- 
racers of chriſtian benevolence, and remind you of the obli- 
gations you are under to cultivate? it, | 


The benevolence which * gocpel inculcates, is an dien 


- that embraces all mankind. The enemies of chriſtianity have 
indeed charged it with encouraging a partial, contracted affec- 


tion ; but no charge can be more glaringly unjuſt, It is true, 


- chriſtians are exhorted to exetciſe a peculiar benevolence to 
the Houſehold of Faith. But ate they not taught, in the very 


ſame verſe, to do good to all men? That we ought to feel the 
ſtrongeſt affection for thoſe to whom we are molt nearly related, 


is one of the © plaineſt dictates of reaſon. But is that diſtin- 


guiſhing attachment we feel to our relations, our neighbours, 


and our friends, unfavourable to a principle of univerſal bene- 


volence ? Quite the reverſe. We never imagine that a perſon 
who is inſenſible to the obligations of conſanguinity and friend- 


' hip, can feel much concern for the general happineſs of 


mankind; It is in the affectionate relative, the kind neighbour, 
the faithful friend, the generous patriot, that we expect to find. 
the noble principles of an univerſal philanthropy. The man 
who is moſt diligent in practiſing the more private charities of 


ſocial life, is generally the moſt zealous in promoting the pub- 
nie good. The caſe is juſt the fame, with reſpect to the chriſ- 
tian religion. It recommends, and is calculated to inſpire a 


* peculiarly affectionate attachment to thoſe who are our brethren 
Az try 
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in Chriſt. It teaches its diſciples that they 1 are all ſervants of 
the ſame common maſter, children of the ſame family, and 
even members one of another. And, indeed, if we examine 
the nature of chriſtianity, we ſhall find that it is impoſüble for 

a perſon, to be a ſincere chriſtian himſelf, and not feel a pecu- 
liar attachment to his fellow chriſtians. Can a perſon. firmly 
believe the goſpel to be a divine inſtitution, and not love thoſe 
who cordially embrace i it, and make it the rule of their con- 
duct? Can we revere the character of the Divine Being, and 
not eſteem thoſe who imitate his perfections, and bear his image? 
Can a man love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, and not feel a 
diſtinguiſhing regard for thoſe who are the friends of Chriſt, 
Who follow his example, and have imbibed his ſpirit ? No, 
It is impoſſible. If we love God, we ſhall love the children of 
God, and eſteem them the excellent of the earth. If Chriſt be 
precious to us, as he is to them that believe, his diſciples and 
friends will be dear to us alſo. That peculiar regard, however, 
which the chriſtian feels for his fellow chtiſtians, is perſectly 
conſiſtent with the moſt general and comprehenſive love-to our 
fellow creatures. - The goſpel is ſo far from teaching us to 


confine our benevolence to our fellow chriſtians, that i itrequires 
| us to conſider all mankind as our brethren ; and, as we have 


opportunity, to be ever ready to do them good. It teaches us 
to love our very enemies; and to imitate the benevolence of 
che Supreme Being, who is good unto all, even to the un- 
thankful, and the evil ; and cauſcth his rain to deſcend, and 
"His ſun to ſhine on the juſt, and the unjuſt. Thoſe to whom 
we ſtand in the neareſt relation, have undoubtedly, the firſt: and 
_ Krongeſt claim to our benevolence, But we are not to confige 
our charitics within the contracted circle of our own: particy- 
lar relatives and friends, We are taught to love the whole. 
Face of mankind, and to embrace every opportunity of doing 
. good to all who come within our ſphere of action. Like the 
ſun, which, tho' it neceſſarily communicates the greateſt de- 


gree of light and heat to thoſe bodies that are near it, ſends 
forth its beams in every direction, and extends i its inſlucnce to 
the remoteſt part of the ſyſtem. In the parable of. the good 
- Samaritan, our Saviour ; reaches us to. conſider every. fellow 
_ creature in diſtreſs, of whatever nation or religion he, may be, 


: * 
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a3 x neighbour and à brother, The goſpel was deſigned to 
humanize mankind, and mould them into a benevolent form. 
Ic ſtrikes at the very root of thoſe narrow, wretched prejudices 
which render man the enemy of man, and opens our minds to 
the moſt. noble and generous ſentiments. The chriſtian who. 
has imbibed the ſpirit, and is governed by the principles of 
his religion, feels an affectionate regard for his fellow men, of 
every complexion and of every clime. He believes that God has. 
made of one blood all nation of men; and in man, even in the 
ignorant Gentoo, or the lg African, he can e 4 


And here, brethren, we cannot but lament that any who call 
tchemſelves chriſtians, ſhould ſo far forget the principles of their 
religion, as to ſtand forth as the defenders and patrons of the 
moſt harrid-and diabolical practice that ever-diigraced the con- 
duct of mankind. We need not tell you that we mean the 
SLAVE TRADE, Good God! muſt a practice ſo abhorrent 
to-all che prineiples of humanity and juſtice, ſtill be ſupported 
by the laws of a chriſſian country; ? Is. it poſſibie, in this en- 
lightened age, to find; a large majority in a Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons, who can difgrace themlelyes and their country by 
voting againſt the abolition of this inhuman. trafficy. and plead - 
ing for its continuance? Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not 
in the ſtreets of Aſtelon, leſt the enemies of gur country, and 
our religion ſhould triumph“ Let us hope however, that the 
petiod is not far diſtant, when the SVW Txans ſhall no 
longer diſhonour the Britiſh name; Bleſſed be God; there are 
in this kingdom, many noble fouls, both in and out of Parlia- 
ment, who feel for the miſeries of the poor degraded Negroes, 
and hare generouſly pledged themſelves never to deſert their 
cauſe, \ Ye friends of humanity, Heaven, will reward your 
diſintereſted benevolence, and ſuture ages will admire and 
applaud your conduct. May your humane and generous efforts 
in favour of the moſt wretched of our fellow creatures, ſoon be 
crowned with ſucceſs, But to RC 


| Chriſtian benevolence will lead us to Gmpathize with our 
3 both in their ſufferings, and their enjoy- 
3 | ments ; 


| | 15621 
= Abende “ 26-contpaliiointe their miteries, and to zejoiediin their 
* 2 happineſs. It will give us the notion of a common intereſt, 
. and teach us to © rejoice with them that do vejoice, and weep _ 
U = with them that weep.” While the uncharitable man fits con- 
| tracted within himfelf, and is incapable of feeling the diſtreſſes, 
| er enjoy ing the happineſs of others, a benevolent man will, as 
| it were, ſubſtitute his fellow-creatures for himſelf, and conſider: 
3 their joys, and their ſorrows as his own, He will viſit the fa- 
| therleſs, and the widows" in their affliction, mingle. his tears 
| * with thoſe of the wretched, and, by an affectionate ſympathy, 
| alleviate the ſufferings he cannot remove, 


9 


AN if we 'fincerely pity our afflicted brethren, we ſhall be 
ready to do every thing in our power to relieve, or mitigate 
their ſufferings. That love to mankind which the goſpel re- 
quires, will not fail to diſcover itſelf by acts of beneficence and 
compaſſion. Indeed, no part of our duty is more ſtrongly re- 
commended in the New Teſtament, than liberality and kind- 

nels to the poor. Jeſus Chriſt commands his diſciples to give 
al, of ſuch things as they have; and the apoſtle exhorts us not 
to forget to do good, and to communicate, and aſſures us that with 
ſuch Tacrifices God is well pleaſed. And we have divine au- 
thofity for aſſerting, that a man who hath this world's goods, 
and ſceth-his'brother-have need, and ſhuteth- up his bowels of 
eompaſſion, cannot be a diſciple of the benevolent Jeſus. It is 
poſſible indeed for a perſon who. is deſtitute of the genuine ſpirit 
of chriſtian charity, to aſſume airs of generoſity, and make a 
glittering ſhew of pity and kindneſs to the poor ; but a man 
who is inſenſible to the complaints of the wretched, and can 
behold their ſufferings without endeavouring to remove them, 
ui be a total ma to this divine virtue. Chriſtian benevo- 
tence will always be productive of actual beneficence z and the 
man that is under its influence, will rejoice to have it in his 
power to ſtretch forth the hand of mercy to diſtreſs, to deal . 
out bread to the hungry, to cover the naked with a garment, 
to be a father to the fatherleſs, and, by ſupplying her wants, 
to cauſe the mage widow's heart to ing for joy. 
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5 Candour is another important un of chriſtian A 
The 


* 


1 7 5 


The apoſtle tells us that © charity thinketh no evil, but be- 
Iieveth all thipgs, and hopeth all things.” It forms the moſt 
candid opinion of the characters, and puts the moſt favourable 
conſtruction on the actions of men, that circumſtances will 
allow ; ; and when it cannot approve of their conduct, it will 
not preſume to judge thoſe ſecret principles of their actions, 
which can be fully known to none but God. Its cenſures will 
be tempered with candour, and its reproofs with tenderneſs. 

Inſtead of wiſhing to expoſe the imperfections of. a brother, it 
endeavours ro conceal them, and, in this ſenſe, te covereth 2 
ende of ſins.” 


There is nothing, brethren, which is more inconſiſtent with 
cis celeſtial virtue, and we may add, nothing more injurious 
to the chriſtian intereſt, than Religions Bigetry. When this 
odious demon gets poſſeſſion of the heart, jt renders it callous 
to effry benevolent impulſe, and, ſometimes, -hurries men 
inte / the moſt ſhocking injuſtice and cruelty. And we are in 
the greater danger from this enemy of all goodneſs, hecauſe it 
ſo frequently appears under the diſguiſe of a =ca/ for the truth. 
It not only hardens the heart, but it perverts the conſcience ; 

| and, ſtrange as it may appear, it has frequently made even pro- 
feſſing chriſtians think they have been doing acceptable ſervice 
to God, when they have been perſecuting and deſtroying their 
| fellow-creatures, and. perpetrating acts of cruelty, the very 
mention of which would make humanity ſhudder. Alas! what 
incredible miſchief have bigotry and a furious party zeal done 
in the Church of Chriſt! What dreadful diſgrace have they 
brought upon that worthy name by which we are called! And 
what a pity is it, that ſo much of a narrow, bigoted ſpirit ſhould 
- , Rill diſcover itſelf among the, profeſſors of chriſtianity ! That 
chriſtians ſhould differ in their ſentiments reſpecting ſome of 
the ſpeculative doctrines of theology, and ſome of the external 
modes of religious worſhip, is not at all to be wondered at ; but 
that they. ſhould be ſo ready to cenſure and condemn one ano- 
ther on this account, is truly aſtoniſhing. There is ſuch a dif- 
ference in the capacities, the educations, the cirevmſtances, 
and connections of men, that it would be unreaſonable to ex- 
pect chat their reli igious opinions ſhould be exactly alike. And 
Lot 1 17 


[#7] 


it is evident that when the apoſtle exhorts us ts be © of the 
ſame mind, and the ſame judgment,” he does not ſo much in- 
tend an unity of opinion, as an unity of affe&ion. His meaning is, 
that notwithſtanding the many differences of opinion which are 
abſolutely unayoidable in the preſent imperfect ſtate, chriſtians 
ſhould exerciſe mutual forbearance and charity ; and live as 
free from anger, and contention, as though they were really, 
in all reſpetts, of one mind; keeping the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bonds of peace. A candid chriſtian will, indeed, endea- 
vour to think, and judge for himſelf ; nor will he be aſhamed 
to profeſs, and, in a ſpirit of love and meekneſs, contend ear- 
neſtly for what he believes to be the truth ; but he will not 
raſhly -pour out his anathemas againſt thoſe whoſe ſentiments 
do not exactly correſpond with his own, nor charge them with 
thoſe conſequences of their opinions which they difown and 


* 


. condemn. He will not confine his affections within the narrow 


limits of a party. Religion has made him feel a generd\s ex- 
panſion of ſoul, given a liberality to his ſentiments, and taught 
him to believe, that © in every nation, and in every commu- 
nity, he that feareth God, and worketh righteouſheſs, is ac- 
cepted of him.” He feels an affectionate regard for all good 
men, by whatever denomination they may be diſlinguiſhed; 

and can ſay with Paul, Grace be with all them that love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity,” If, brethren, you would not 
bring a diſhonour on the chriſtian profeſſion ; if you wiſh to 


promote the intereſt of our divine Maſter, and the peace and 


comfort of your own minds ; if you would approve yourſelves 


the genuine diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, we exhort, we conjure you 
to cultivate a charitable, candid diſpoſition. 


We maß 5 leave to add, that chriſtian beneyolence will 
lead us to forgive our enemies. Tis true, the goſpel does not 


require us to be inſenſible to the injuries we receive ; nor does 


it forbid our diſcovering a becoming reſentment when we are 


| ipſalted or injured. It teaches us, however, that the perſon 


who can barbour ill-will, and meditate revenge againſt his 
bitterelt, enemy, and who is not willing to forgive thoſe who 
have done him the greateſt injuries, can have no claim to the 


character of a chriſtian. Our bleſſed Sayiour commands us to 
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«ove our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, to do good to 
them that hate us, and to pray for them that deſpitefulty uſe 
and perfecute us;” and has repeatedly aſſured us, in the 
moſt ſolemm manner, that our Heavenly Father will not forgive 
our fins, if we do not cordially forgive our brethren their treſ- 
paſſes. It is remarkable that in the excellent model of prayer 
which our Lord gave his Diſciples, he has taught us to pray 
that God would forgive us our fins, AS we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us: ſo that a perſon of a malevolent, revengeful 
temper, cannot uſe this petition without converting it into a 
moſt dreddtul imprecation. A forgiving diſpoſition, drethren, is 
an eſſential branch of that generous, God-like temper, which 
we are endeavouring to deſcribe. And if we have really been 
made to drink into the betievolent ſpirit of the goſpel, we fall 
« put away from us, all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil ſpeaking, with all malice; and be kind one 


to another; tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 


God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us.” Eph. iv.=31, 32. 


It gives us pain to think of treating ſo important a ſubject, in 
ſo very ſuperficial a manner ; but we flatter ourſelves that the 
few hints we have ſuggeſted will be ſufficient to give you ſomo 
notion of the zatare of chriftian benevolence; and we ſhall now 
mention a few obſervations, which, if 'duly conſidered, will 
not fail to convince you of the obligations: you' are under to 


| cultivate this 1 virtue. 


14k us obſerve then, in the f place, that by cultivating the 
principles, and diſcharging the duties of chriſtian benevolence: 
you will promote your own happineſs. The Supreme Being 
has given us a ſtriking diſplay of the wiſdom and holineſs of his 
government, in the connection he has eſtabliſhed between virs 
tue and happineſs ; and perhaps there is no part of our duty 
with which happinefs is more cloſely connected than the pracs 
tice of benevolence. What can exceed that mental felicity 
which reſults from the exercife of the benign affections? The 
benevolent author of our exiſtence has ſs ordered the eonſtitu- 
tion of our frame, that we naturally feel à peculiar ſatisfaction 
and complacency of mind, when we are doing good: to our fel. 

6 low 
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rp A — a kind of ge gentlo, pleaſure. 


iv/relieving diſtreſs, . rites 3 we feel the. ſub- 
Hmieſt ſatisfaction, and learn by experience, © that it is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive.“ Nor ate the refined ſatisfactions 
which ſſow from the practice of penevolence of the flecting 


kind; They afford pleaſure on recollection, eſpecially when, 5 


feeling the preſſure of adverſity, we. ftand in the greateſt 
* rd 4a | . 


8 © 7277095 non: 10111199 214: ; 
i Secetdly, By a ets temper and conduR. 20 1 will 
procure the reſpect of mankind, and recommend the holy re- 
ligion you proteſs to all around you. A benevolent man is 
really a/ bleſſing to the place in which he lives, and the. ſociety 
to which he belongs. . Happineſs naturally ſprings up under his 
mfluence.. He willche endeavouring to inereaſe the enjoy ments, 
and leſſen the miſeries of thoſe with whom he is connected. 

And can ſuch a man paſs thro? life without being eſteemed and 
loved ? No; there is a beauty, an excellence in ſuch a character, 
-which cannot be contemplated, even by the worſt of men, with - 
out admiration and reverence. . And were all the profeſſors of 
chriſtianity: to endeavour to ſupport ſuch a character, by acting 
under the iofluence of that univerſal charity and good will to 
men which we haye attempted to deſcribe, they would adorn 
ibe doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Their, conduct 
would be a Light ſhining before men, inviting them to glo- 
rify our Heavenly Father;“ and we might hope that the 
knowledge of the Lord would ſoon ;© fill the earth as the 
waters cover the ſea.” | 


B es 
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„ Thirdly, Benevolence, is that part of a chriſtian's character, 
in which he bears the moſt ſtriking reſemblance to the Divine 
Being. Goodneſs and compaſſion are the moſt lovely and en- 
gaging of all the attributes of God ; and they are the attributes 
of Which he has given us the brighteſt diſplay. The works 
of nature, the diſpenſations of providence, and, above 
all, the aſtoniſhing plan of our redemption, loudly pro- 
claim the divine benevolence, and aſſure us that GOD IS 


* Now, when our tempers and actions are influenced by 
the 


(ur 1] 
the principles, and regulated by the laws of chriſtian benevo- 
| lence, they are not only pleaſing to the Supreme Being, but 4 
faint. copy 'of his goodneſs. Benevolence, chriſtians, is the 
faireſt teature of that image of God after which we are created. 
It makes us reſemble the Beſt of Beings, in the brighteſt, and 
moſt amiable ot his attributes, Yes, when we are pertorming the 
offices of chriſtian charity, we are both obeying the commands, 
and imitating the tranſcendent virtues of that Being, whoſe 
character is ſupremely excellent, and Wy he EAT gives 
the ſtamp al excellence to ours. | 

* Fourthly, Benevolence is Saen e to us by the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt. One important end of our Saviqur's 
miſſion, was to Furnith us with a perfect example of univerſal 
goodneſs ; and if we take a view of his character, we ſhall find 
that tho' it was | adorned with every virtue, his benevolence 
ſhone brighter than the reſt. The divine leſſon of univerſal 
charity, which he taught by his precepts, was enforced by 
the whole of his conduct. In his aſſuming our nature, in or- 
der that he might expiate our guilt by his ſufferings and death, 
| we have an inſtance of benevolence which Angels muſt con- 
template with devout aſtoniſhment. While he was here on 
earth,“ he went about doing good ;” and, when he had finiſhed 
the work which he came into the world to do, he voluntarily 
ſuffered the death of the croſs, as an atoning ſacrifice for our 
ſins. Contemplate, chriſtian, the character of thy divine Maſter. 


Behold the ineffable grace and compaſſion that appeared in all 
the actions he performed, and in all the ſufferings he endured, 


Meditate on the unſegrchable riches of his goodneſs, and the 
depths of his redeeming love. Hear him, amidſt all the agonies 
of crucifixion praying for his very murderers, and making the 
only apology for their unparalleled wiekedneſs, which the moſt 
unbounded charity could ſaggeſt. © Father? ſaid he, „forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” Such is the example 
of benevolence which Jeſus Chriſt has left: us. And let us re- 
member that we cannot be his Eiſciples, unleſs the ſame mind 
that was in him be alſo in us, and we ende dees to walk as he 


105 walked, 12 
40 


f 2 } 
lan word. A benerolent temper is eſſential to true religion} 
We are aſſured by the Apoſtie John, that-piety to God, can 


- Have no exiſtence in the heart to which benevolence to men is a 


firanger. Nor indeed can it be expected that any of the ſocial 
duties will be regularly diſcharged by a man who is entirely 
governed by ſelfiſh principles. Benevolence is fo eſſential to the 
chriſtian character, that the ſcriptures.call it THE /FULFILLING. 
or run LAW, as tho' the whole of morality and religion conſiſted 
in it. Without cht, the moſt extenſive knowledge, the ftron- 
geſt faith, and the moſt ardent zeal will profit us nothing. If 
we are ftrangers to that love to our fellow creatures which will 
effectually prompt us, when it is in our power, to feed the 
hungry, to eloath the naked, to viſit the fick, we can have 
ho reaſon to hope that Jeſus Chriſt will acknowledge us as his 
diſciples in the great day of accounts. A benevolent temper is 
an eſſential part of our preparation for the celeſlial world ; ; an 
important branch of that holineſs without which no man can 
ſee the Lord. An uncharitable man is totally unqualified. for 
the exerciſes and enjoyments of the heavenly ſtate. Unleſs the 
habits of chriſtian benevolence are formed. in our minds i in the 
preſent life,, we can never enjoy. the ae s of the bleſed i in 
nn world. 185 * 


| If then Va WAFS fo important i in its nature, and fo 
arongly recommended by the precepts and example of jeſus 


Chriſt, let us carefully avoid whatever may tend to ſuſpend or 


obſtruct its influence, and diligently uſe all the proper means 
to raiſe it to a greater ſtrength and purity. Brethren, the time 
is ſhort. The period is haſtening on, when we muſt all appear 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. And in that ſolemn day, 
every act of compaſũon and charity, which the chriſtian has per- 
formed in ſecret, and even the intentions and wiſhes to relieve 
the diſtreſſes of his brethren, which he has never had it in his 
power to carry into effect, will be noticed with approbation, 
by the Great. Judge of quick and dead, in the preſence of an 
afembled" world. Then, chriſtians, our faith will be ſwallow- 
ed up in viſton, and our hope will terminate in enjoyment, 
But charity will accompany us to Heaven. In Heaven we ſhall 
fecl the moſt generous and ardent ſympathies of friendſhip and 

of 


[ 13 } 


of Love. There the exerciſe of benevolence will afford us the 
moſt pure and exalted pleaſures. There we ſhall meet with 
no follies to be overlooked, no miſeries to be pitied, no wants 
to be relieved, no objects of diftreſs to draw forth the tear of 
compaſſion. We ſhall rejoice with them that rejoice, ang 


weep no more for ever. 


BREVIATES. 


Wedneſday, June 15, met at two o'Clock. Mr. Oddy began 
the ſervice with prayer. Mr. Hartley preached from 1 
Theſ. i—4. Mr. Aſhworth prayed, and preached from 
Rom. 8—zo, and concluded the meeting with prayer. 


At ſix, met again. Mr. Wood was choſen Moderator. Mr. 
Langdon prayed. The letters from the Churches, and the 
general letter, drawn up by Mr. Langdon, were read; and 
the Moderator concluded the mecting with prayer. 


Thurſday morning, met at ten. Mr. Langdon opened the 
meeting with prayer. Mr. Fawcett preached from Acts 3— 
36. Mr. Hirſt preached from Eph. 4—1, and GI 
the public ſervice with prayer, . 


Agreed, to hold the next aſſociation at Cowling-Hill, on Wed - 
neſday and Thurſday in Whitſun week; the ſervice to begin 
on the Wedneſday, preciſely at two. Meſſrs. Hirſt, Little- 
wood, and Aſhworth to preach ; and in caſe of failure, 
Meſſrs, Wade, Fawcett, and Wood. Mr. Wood to prepare 
the circular letter —Put up at the Bay-Horſe. 


In 


In the ASSOCIATED | CHURCHES the laſt Year there 


were 


— v 
. Exeluded, — - = — 


36 
Increaſe this year - - 11. 


N. B. The. accounts we have received from ſome of the 
churches, are pleafing, and we are happy to find that there has 
been a ſmall increaſe in our numbers: but we cannot hear of 
the declining ſtate of vital godlineſs in ſeveral of our ſocieties, 
without being deeply affected. And we beg leave to requeſt the 
members of the aſſociated: churches, to obſerve the firft Thur/day 
in September, asa day of humiliation and prayer to God for the 
revival of religion amongſt us. © The effectual, fervent pray- 
ers ofthe righteous, avail much.“. 
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Printing 


n 
Printing by Subſcription, 1 


* 2 


For the Benefit of the Widow and Family of the Author] 


ECCLESIASTICAL RESEARCHES. 
BY ROBERT ROBINSON. - 


The Wark will be compriſed in One Large Quarto Volume, © 


= 5 ” 
WHICH WILL CONTAIN 


A general View of the Roman Empire, and of Judea at the 
Birth of Jeſus the Chriſt—Cautions neceſſary to a Reader 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory—A brief Hiſtory of the Greek and 


Roman Churches—An intereſting Account of Chriſtians in 


all Ages, and in various Countries, who, before the Pe- 
riod of the Reformation, aſſerted and acted upon the Prin- 
cirles of Religious Liberty A View of the State of Bap- 
tiſm in different Communities A Hiſtory of the Baptiſts 
of Poland, Tranſylvania, Bohemia, Moravia, &c.— And 
a Liſt of Subſcribers. {8 | 


„„ The Price to Subſcribers will be Ons Guinea in 


. Boards—One-Half to be paid at the Time of ſubſcribing, 


the other on the Delivery of the Book, which will take 


Place in or before September. 
* © Subſcriptions received by the Rev. Dr. Evans, Briſtol ; 


and the Rev. T. Langdon, Leeds. And alſo by Mr. 
Johnſon, St. Paul's Church- Yard, and Mr. Knott, Lom- 
bard-ſtreet, Bookſellers, London. | 


Mr. ROBINSON's HISTORY of BAPT 1 
with Plates, in One Vol, Quarto, Price 11, __ — be 
had of the above Bookſellers. 


LF / * 
1 „ * * 
#33 ia —Y ds 5 


* 


— — 
Cf 
2 1 


- 


Tv 


$ + EX 
on 1 * 1 FF 
Wy \ 


* a % i 4 La > 


— 9 mm 
1 *, : + F A In 41 Ie 
ins. Aenne 


* 


ot & Far: 


_ , - . 
* „ Bet 1 +*: av, mY 4 * 
B 
K er D 
8 „ , : oe) 
: a as 5 4 K 


3 NN 
„ 


"by 4 * 
2 IKE) . J 


Lax 4 4 


7 : 
Hoe 


. 
a” * Joey... 9 # 1 1 * 
ni 
45) 1 * 


= . | : 2 1 . 4 
* ese W 5 * — 1 ; & 4b 4 
6 2 


